
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 1 November 2011] 

 p8640b-8640b 
Mr Terry Redman 

 [1] 

MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE AND FOOD — VISIT TO SOUTH KOREA AND JAPAN 

Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 
MR D.T. REDMAN (Blackwood–Stirling — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [2.02 pm]: I rise to report 
to the house on my recent visit to South Korea and Japan. South Korea is Western Australia’s fourth largest 
agrifood export market, worth $460 million dollars last year, while Japan is our second largest export market, 
worth $664 million. Both countries are major importers of WA wheat, and are also important markets for barley, 
malt, hay, canola, lupins and beef. 

The purpose of my visit was to emphasise the Western Australian government’s commitment to trade in these 
major Asian markets, to highlight our state’s strong export focus, to identify and promote new trade 
opportunities, and to promote investment in Western Australia’s agrifood supply chain. My visit included 
meetings with senior government officials, food companies and industry organisations, briefings from Australian 
trade officials in both countries, visits to retail outlets and a major flour mill, two official receptions and an 
interview on Japanese television to promote Western Australian food products. 

Over the duration of the trip a number of things made an impression on me. The first was simply how grateful 
people were that I had taken the time to visit their countries. Despite Japan’s place as one of our most significant 
markets over an extended period, my trip was the first visit by a Western Australian agriculture minister in 
almost 15 years. Another was how much both Korea and Japan value Western Australia as a reliable and stable 
supplier of high-quality, safe food and feed products. It was also interesting to note their attitude towards 
genetically modified crops. Despite the often repeated claims about the Japanese market’s aversion to GM 
canola, I found that it was not a particularly sensitive issue and that those who wanted non-GM canola were 
confident in our ability to deliver a product to meet their specifications. 

A consistent theme throughout my discussions was the issue of food security. I made it clear that Western 
Australia was keen to be a preferred supplier to the Asian market, and suggested how long-term contracts and 
premium pricing could help Korea and Japan meet their food security needs. I also promoted future opportunities 
for partnership and investment in projects such as the Australian Export Grain Innovation Centre, which is being 
built here in Perth. There was also strong interest in the major irrigation projects currently underway, such as the 
expansion of the horticulture precincts in the Ord and the Gascoyne. I would like to express my thanks to the 
people at the WA International Trade and Investment Offices in Seoul and Tokyo for all their excellent work in 
support of this trip. I am very confident the meetings I had in both Korea and Japan will lead to positive trade 
outcomes for Western Australia.  
 


